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Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  1961. 

I  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Estimated  Mid  Year  Population 
Area  in  Acres 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value 
Product  of  Penny  Rate 
Comparability  Factors  Deaths 

Births 


14,140 
87,964 
5  , 164 
£136,953 
£555 
0.94 
0.85 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 


Registered  Live  Births,  1961 

Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


13^  131  265 

3  5 _ 8 

137”  136  273 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  19.3 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  England  and  Wales  17.4 
Comparable  Birth  Rate  I6.3 


Stillbir ths 

Eight  legitimate  stillbirths  were  registered.  Six  were 
male  and  two  were  female. 


Deaths 


Registered  Deaths,  1961 

Male  Female  Total 

80  81  161 


Crude  Death  rate  per  1,000  population  11.39 
Death  Rate,  England  and  'Wales  12 

Comparable  Death  Rate  10.70 


Principal  Causes 

of 

Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Heart  Disease 

31 

27 

58 

Cerebro  Vascular  Disease 

9 

11 

20 

Respiratory  Disease 

3 

7 

10 

Cancer 

11 

10 

21 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

Accident,  Suicide,  etc. 

2 

2 

4 

All  other  causes 

24 

23 

47 

80 

81 

161 
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Distribution  of 

Deaths  by 

Ages 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0-1 

2 

2 

4 

1  -  10 

2 

— 

2 

11  -  20 

— 

1 

1 

21  -  40 

2 

1 

3 

41  -  60 

9 

7 

16 

6l  -  70 

20 

19 

39 

71  -  80 

28 

28 

56 

So  + 

17 

23 

40 

80 

81 

161 

Infant  Deaths 

Four  infant  deaths  were  recorded  -  two  male  and  two 
female.  Three  of  the  deaths  occurred  within  the 
first  week  of  life. 


1 1  GHNER  AL  PR  O' V I SIONOF  HEAL  TH  SERVICES 


Hospital  Services.  There  were  no  changes  in  the  Hospital  services 
during  the  year.  The  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary,  the  East  Cornwall 
Hospital  &  Newquay  and  District  Hospital  continued  to  provide  medical, 
surgical  and  orthopaedic  services.  Maternity  and  Gynaecological 
services  were  provided  by  the  Redruth  Hospital  with  an  out-patient 
department  in  Wadebridge.  Other  maternity  beds  were  available, 
principally  for  patients  whose  home  conditions  were  unsuitable  for 
confinement,  at  Old  Tree  (Launceston)  and  Trebarras  (Liskeard)  Mater¬ 
nity  homes.  Geriatric  facilities  were  available  at  the  Barncoose 
Hospital,  Redruth. 

Laboratory  Services.  The  laboratory  at  the  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary 
continued  to  be  used  for  Public  Health  purposes. 

Local  Health  Authority  Services. 

Ambulance  Service.  Vehicles  were  established  in  the  Main  Centre 
at  Bodmin,  manned  by  full-time  personnel.  Ambulances  manned  by  volun¬ 
tary  personnel  were  held  at  Wadebridge  and  Padstow.  The  service  proved 
to  be  adequate  throughout  the  year. 

Nursing,  Health  Visiting  and  Midwifery.  The  District  is  served 
by  seven  full-time  District  Nurse-Health  Visicor -Midwives,  one  part- 
time  District  Nurse  and  one  full-time  Health  Visitor  for  tuberculosis. 

Home  Help  Service.  There  were  twenty  three  spare  time  helps 
employed  during  the  year,  mainly  in  assisting  the  elderly  and  chronic 
sick. 


Immunisation  and  Vaccination.  Protective  inoculations  continued 
to  be  given  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  cough  and  Tetanus  combined, 
Poliomyelitis  and  Smallpox,  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  and  by  General 
Practitioners.  Vaccination  against  tuberculosis  was  available  for 
contacts  at  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Bodmin,  and  for  school  children  in  their 
thirteenth  year  through  the  School  Health  Service. 

School  Health  Service.  The  district  is  now  fully  served  with 
Primary,  Secondary  and  Grammar  Schools.  There  are  no  all  purpose 
schools.  The  opening  of  the  Bodmin  County  Secondary  School  during  the 
year  completed  the  Education  Committee's  re-organization  programme  in 
the  District. 


The  remaining  all-purpose  schools  became  Primary  schools,  with  reduced 
over-crowding  and  much  more  comfort  for  pupils  and  staff. 


Ill  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


Water  Supplies.  The  major  source  of  supply  to  the  Rural  District  is 
the  De  Lank  River.  The  town  of  Wadebridge  was  supplied  from  its  own 
sources  at  Haycrock  and  Hustyn,  supplemented  by  a  supply  from  the  De 
Lank  Mains.  There  were  still  a  number  of  private  and  public  supplies 
of  doubtful  quality  in  use  during  the  year.  The  district  comprises 
part  of  the  area  supervised  by  the  North  Cornwall  Water  Board.  During 
1961  the  quantity  of  supply  was  adequate.  Forty  two  samples  from 
various  points  of  supply  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis. 
All  were  satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  some  from  the  Wadebridge 
supply,  which  gave  a  variable  bacterial  count,  typical  of  an  untreated 
supply.  The  average  Ph  of  the  De  Lank  supply  was  8.8  and  that  of  the 
Wadebridge  supply  between  6  and  7*  Lead  piping  is  not  used  in  water 
services.  The  approximate  position  in  relation  to  the  distribution  of 
water  throughout  the  district  was  as  follows 


Number  of 

Parish  Houses 

Supplied 

Direct 


Estimated 

Population 

Supplied 


Number  of 
Houses 
Supplied  by 
Standpipe 


Estimated 

Population 

Supplied 


St.  Breock 

143 

429 

24 

72 

St.  Eval  including 

R. A. F. Married  Quarters 

367 

1,101 

Unknown 

Unknown 

Blisland 

62 

186 

n 

11 

Car dinharn 

Nil 

Egloshay'le 

50 

150 

ii 

11 

Holland 

38 

114 

It 

it 

Lanhydr ock 

Nil 

Lanivet 

183 

549 

ft 

11 

St.  Endellion 

502 

1,506 

It 

11 

St.  Ervan 

86 

258 

tl 

it 

St.  Mabyn 

92 

275 

If 

11 

St.  Merryn 

411 

1,233 

it 

11 

St.  Minver  Highlands 

316 

947 

it 

11 

St.  Minver  Lowlands 

491 

1,461 

I! 

it 

St.  Tudy 

97 

291 

II 

it 

Wadebridge 

1,079 

3,237 

II 

it 

Wit hi el 

37 

111 

II 

11 

St.  Issey 

1 55 

465 

It 

ti 

St.  Kew 

255 

764 

It 

ti 

Fourteen  samples  of  raw  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  from  private  sources.  Nine  proved  to  be  satisfactory,  five 
unsatisfactory.  Steps  were  taken  to  secure  improvement  in  these  unsat¬ 
isfactory  supplies  and  users  advised  to  boil  drinking  water  until  a  more 
suitable  supply  had  been  obtained. 

Refuse  Disposal.  The  Treworder  refuse  dump  continued  in  use  during  the 
year.  No  complaints  were  reported. 

Caravan  Sites.  Progress  is  being  made  on  the  provision  of  facilities  req¬ 
uired  by  the  "Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  ievelopment  Act,  i960".  Site 
owners  are  being  asked  to  comply  with  licence  conditions  not  later  than 
March,  1963.  The  number  of  existing  licences  iss- 

Holiday  Sites  (including  single  vans)  36 
permanent  Sites  (all  single  vans)  28 

64 
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Public  H-alth  Ins emotion 


Summary  of  Visits 


Meat  inspection 

485 

Nuisances 

25 

Food  and  drugs 

6 

Drainage 

58 

Ice  cream 

1 

Milk  and  dairies 

1 

Factories 

13 

Water  supplies 

4 

Water  samples 

10 

Camping  and  caravan  sites 

38 

Bakeries 

2 

Shops 

3 

Street  lighting 

8 

Housing 

72 

Improvement  grants 

12 

Other  s 

139 

877 

In  May  Mr.  Saunders  left  the  Rural  District  and  his  place  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Crowle. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  problem  causing  most  concern  is  the  provision  of  suitable 
sewerage  systems  to  the  more  populated  areas  of  the  District.  A 
scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  the  sewering  of  Lanivet. 

A  revised  scheme  for  Blisland  ana  schemes  for  St.  Issey  and  Port  Isaac 
were  in  the  course  of  preparation.  No  further  progress  with  the  schemes 
for  St.  Merryn  and  St.  Minver  parishes  was  reporter  during  the  year. 

All  these  systems  are  urgently  needed  to  meet  the  increasing  develop¬ 
ment  and  continually  increasing  summer  demands. 


IV  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 


Slaughterhouse  and  Meat  Inspection 

The  appointed  day  for  all  slaughterhouses  to  comply  with  the 
new  regulation  in  this  district  is  July  1st,  1962.  The  number  of 
slaughterhouses  operating  during  the  year  was  four.  The  Lanhydrock 
slaughterhouse  is  to  close,  but  an  additional  new  one  will  be  opened 
at  Rut  hern  Bridge. 
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Car cases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 
(ex  cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  Killed 

1,483 

216 

134 

4 , 608 

7,735 

Number  Inspected 

All  Diseases  Fixcept 

Tuber  culosis 

1,281 

195 

112 

4,084 

6,650 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned 
Part  Carcases  or  Offal 

2 

3 

19 

26 

19 

Condemned 

Percentage  of  number 

inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T.B. 

230 

147 

1 

194 

461 

or  tapeworm. 

Tuberculosis  only 

19.6 

76.9 

17.8 

5.3 

7.2 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

1 

Part  Carcases  Condemned 
Percentage  of  number 

inspected  affected  with 

157 

T.B. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.3 

Cysticer osis 

13 

4 

- 

— 

— 

Milk  Distribution.  The  Council  no  longer  issue  licences  in  connection 
with  the  production  and  distribution  of  milk.  Distributors  are  required 
to  register  with  the  Local  Authority.  During  1961  there  were  42 
distributors  so  registered. 


V  HOUSING 


The  nine  bungalows  for  elderly  people  were  completed  and  occupied 
in  April,  1961.  This  was  the  Council’s  first  contribution  to  housing 
aged  persons  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Council.  Various  welfare 
facilities  including  harden,  emergency  bell  system,  home  help  and 
laundry  service  are  provided.  A  further  seventy  units  of  accommodation 
were  commenced  on  the  West  Park  estate  including  twenty  eight  units 
for  elderly  persons,  with  welfare  facilties.  These  should  go  a 
considerable  way  in  meeting  the  increasing  demand  for  this  type  of 
accommodation. 

Ten  houses  were  closed  under  Slum  Clearance  procedure  during 
the  year.  Four  families  comprising  six  persons  were  rehoused  as  a 
result . 


Forty  four  improvement  grants,  forty  standard  and  four  discre¬ 
tionary,  were  made  during  the  year. 
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Of  the  46  factories ,  15  were  visited.  One  was  found  to  have 
defective  sanitary  arrangements  and  a  satisfactory  remedy  was  secured. 


Factories  Acts, 

1937  to  1959 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,39*+ 
and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by 


Local  Authorities. 

Nil 

— 

— 

Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enfor¬ 
ced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

46 

15 

1 

Nil 

Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  Out¬ 
workers'  premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

46 

15 

1 

Nil 

Number  of  Cases 

in  which 

Defects 

were  found 

Referred  Number  of 


Par  ticular s 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme 

died 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

cases  in  which 
Prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

Ineffective  drainag 
of  floors  (S6) 

e 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

( c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out -Work) 

Total 


1 


1 


1 


♦ 
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Notified  Infectious  Diseases 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Food  Poisoning 


Measles 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Pneumonia 


328 

11 

8 

12 

1 

1 


The  Rural  District  in  common  with  its  neighbours  suffered  an 
extensive  outbreak  of  measles.  There  were  no  deaths  nor  serious 
complications  reported  from  this  cause.  The  twelve  cases  of  food 
poisoning  notified  were  in  visitors  during  the  summer ,  but  investigation 
was  not  possible,  since  they  had  left  the  district  by  the  time  notifi¬ 
cation  was  received. 

Protective  inoculations  against  diphtheria,  tetanus,  whooping 
cough,  poliomyelitis  and  smallpox  continued  to  be  given  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centre,  and  surgeries.  The  proportion  of  children  protected 
reaching  the  age  of  one  year  in  1961  were  as  follows  § 


7  6.4# 


Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus 

Poliomyelitis 

Smallpox 


The  oral  vaccine  against  poliomyelitis  was  introduced  early  in 
the  year. 

Protection  of  contacts  of  tuberculosis  and  of  school  children  in 
their  thirteenth  year  was  also  offered.  Children  over  fifteen  years  of 
age  attended  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  during  its  visit  to  the  St. 
Lawrence's  Hospital  in  Bodmin.  No  significant  findings  were  reported. 

May  I  conclude  my  report  with  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Council  and  staff  for  their  support  during  the  year. 


Your  obedient  servant 


JOHN  REID. 


. 


' 


. 


